
 

A Response to the Incident in Charlottesville 
 

1 John 2:11 says, “But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in 

the darkness, and does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.” 

 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal”.  These introductory words to the 
Declaration of Independence establish a clear under-standing of the moral intent of the founding fathers and 
the basic decency with which all men are to be treated. It is the responsibility of every human being to love, 
respect and care about their brother no matter his race, color or creed. It was H.G. Wells who said, “Our true 
nationality is mankind.”  With these thoughts in mind the horrible acts of bigotry and hatred that we witnessed 
on August 12, 2017, in Charlottesville, VA are irreprehensible and make it a very dark day in the history of 
America. As believers in Christ, there is no platform or explained rhetoric that will enable us to support, condone 
or ignore the evil, divisiveness of racism. On the contrary, according to the word of God, we have a responsibility 
to love and when we hate, we contribute to the development and propagation of a world where hatred not only 
survives but thrives. 

In my introductory scripture, the writer in 1 John is not just talking about physical blindness, he is expressing a 
much more insidious, demonic form of blindness.  Spiritual blindness.  This darkness is perpetrated by the 
inherent depravity of mankind expressed in the fallen nature of our hearts.  James 4:1 declares, “From whence 
come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?”  The 
white supremacist, Neo-Nazi’s and the Klu Klux Klan who marched in Charlottesville, Virginia spewing hatred 
and bigotry is a prime example type of the ugliness that can exist and be manifested in the human heart.  The 
insidious nature of racism is that there are still too many evil hearts available to carry out its bidding.  The 
villainous nature of this incident and the initial response of our President just reinforces our understanding 
that the idea of a post-racial America is a myth. 

In a society of crumbling morals, religious intolerance and shifting values, it is time for the church to once again 
rise up and continue to champion the rights of the poor, less fortunate and socially disenfranchised. How do we 
continue to make a difference?  We must use the supernatural power in the word of God to fight back the rising 
tide of darkness that is infecting every level of our society. We must worship with purpose, pray deliberately 
and live out the commandment of unconditional love for all people as instructed by our Savior Jesus Christ.  The 
church can no longer assume the posture of innocent bystander in the much used words of the Honorable 
Edmund Burke, “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing”.  We cannot and 
will not sit by and watch as evil grows stronger and tries to rebuild the superficial walls of racism and 
discrimination that have been torn down by the blood, sweat and tears of real patriotic Americans. The message 
of love is the message of the church and the message we must spread if we are to make a difference. 

There have been many attempts to normalize the separation of people because of race. These evil intentions 
filtered through warped values and distorted views never worked mainly because good will always triumphs 
over evil. Jesus Christ said, “Upon this rock I will build my church and the gates of hell will not prevail against 
it”. We are the church, and we will stand against all forms of racism, discrimination and any group of people who 
preach separation and hatred.  The gates of hell will not stand as long as we remain vigilant and active in our 
cause for Christ.  “LET’S FIGHT BACK WITH LOVE!” 
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